Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 57 Chatham Street

Applicant LJEFF LLC

Building Type: House(Partial)

National Register Listing (if Applicable)LongwoodNational Register Historic District

Historical/Architectural Significance:

The residence at 57 Chatham Street was permitted for construciesembed 955 for Dr. Philip Solomofor
$45,000 Local architect Stanley Myers/ho designed mostly contemporary style buildinigsigned the single
family house Myers, born in 1923 in Bostogrew up in Newton and served in the U.S. Army during World War
Il, where he earned a Bronze Star and PurpeeHe . My er s graduated from Har
in 1952, and afterwards organized his architectural firm, undertaking residential and commerci&anlgrk.
examples of Myersd wor ks i ncl ud betwedna95&985indhe Vdlleymp o
Spring Rd/Dorr Rd area of Newton. Myers designed himself a house, which also served as his studio, in New
at 21 Manet Circle

The 1970 Al A Directory not edceightboatempdarydhousabHegthr Bstatesi p
in Brooklineon Heath Street and Lyman Roadme of which have been since demolisiMykrs continued to
design structures into the2¢entury, and passed awiay2010.The structure at 57 Chatham Street is one of the
remaining knownex mp |l es of Myer so wor k i n Br ooThefirsnoenerstheh i c
Solomon family did not reside in the house long, as it was sold to Dr. Benjamin and Alice Banks in 1961, wh
owned the property for the next twesftye years.

The wood framed one stosstructureretains its vertical siding and elements of stone versewell asits
matching large central chimney and surrounding stone Wdilésrecessed main entmd covered entry porés
located on the right side of the front elevati®wo originalclerestory windowswith setsof fixed glass, extend
from eitherside of thdow-pitchedasphaltcrosshipped roof which itself features open eave overhai@gts of
casement windows, almbananimously aligned with one another, are evident on the side and rear elevation:
two bay casement windows, which were replaced in 2009 with clad, are hidden behind vegetation on the fr
elevation.
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Additionally, the property is locatedithin the boundary ofthe Longwood National Register Historic District
listed in 1978

Thehouse ab7 Chatham Stre@tees the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:
b. The buildings listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places

c. Thebuilding isassociated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broa
architectural, cultural, political, economic, or sodisdtory of theTown or Commonwealth; and

d. The building ishistorically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of
construction, or its association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as parbopa g
of buildings.

At the Public Hearing on July 21, 2021, 57 Chatham Street was found sigrhfydtetPreservation Commission,
and an 18nonth demolitbn delay was imposed.he applicants have requested the stay be lifted, based on plan:s
for renovations and alterations to te&istinghome.

These fans involve a second floor addition or tinont portion of the home, facit@hatham Street. This addition

will have a hipped asphalt roandvertical sidingsimilar to thefirst floor. The original chimney will be rebuilt

to accommodat¢éhe new addition, resulting in a taller, much narrower chimr@yge of the existinglerestory
skylights will be removed and a similar unit rebuilt in a new location.

Changes to the rear of the property include the demolition of an existing porch, to bedeptha 3.Dwide
addition The existing 3eason porch will be enclosed andeavdeck built A light well will be installed at the
basement level adjacent to the new deck.

The Commissioshouldcorsider the appropriateness of these changes to the original design of this house, as w
as their impact on the largsetting of the Longwood National Register District.

Aerial view of57 Chatham Streglooking east.
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Aerial view of57 Chatham Streglooking west.
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Photographs of the front elevation
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Photographs of the right side elevation (facing Chatham Circle)
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