Brookline Preservation Commission
Local Historic District Report

Local Historic District: Chestnut Hill North

Applicant: Ric Calvillo and Katherina Zabicki Calvillo

Address: 99 Crafts Road
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Date Built: 1913
Architect: Somes & Parson
Builder: Unknown

Statement of Significance: Directly opposite #96, this early twentieth-century Colonial Revival sits at the very
far eastern edge of its large lot. A 2-story east (side) addition was built in 1925 including a new dining room,
bedroom, attic room and alcove. and in 1927 a first floor rear room was added with a fireplace & chimney.

The original owner, Walter G. Resor, was a single man evidently with rather simple needs, (he is listed alone

in the 1915 Brookline Directory) but later married and had a family, likely necessitating the additional space
(an Edwina is listed at this address with him by 1920; both are listed through at least 1932). Architect John

E. Somes (1879-1919) was in his twelfth year as a practicing architect when he designed this house. He was a
native and resident of Gloucester and a graduate of the Harvard architecture program class of 1901. There is a
detached 2-car garage that may be contemporary with the house.

Proposed Alterations: Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to enlarge first story windows; to
remove portion of west and south sides of house, demolish garage and brick patio wall, and build two-story
addition to southwest corner and one-story addition to south (rear) side of house.

Applicable Guidelines: “Alterations and additions should be compatible with the character of the building and
earlier additions in terms of size, scale, massing, material, location and detail. The original portion of the
building and earlier additions should continue to be recognizable apart from the addition by means of massing,
articulation of setbacks, trim and ornamental detail. Additions should be designed so that the primary elevations
of the original building remain clearly delineated... New construction should respect the existing historic
streetscape. The historic relationship of buildings to the street, including setbacks and open spaces, should be
maintained. In areas where historic garages are generally detached, new garages should be detached... The
Commission may impose dimensional and setback requirements more restrictive than those required by the

Zoning By-law.”
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Local Historic District Report: 99 Crafts Rd

Preliminary Findings: The Commission may wish to request the applicants to revise the proposal in order to
place more of the proposed new construction behind the house where it would be less visible from the street.
The massing of the addition, combined with the jogs between the existing and proposed parts, and the cross
gables at the west end of the addition, tend to overwhelm the existing front facade
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Existing and proposed north

(front)
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Existing and proposed south
(rear)
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o Proposed roof plan

Renderings of
proposed north (front)
and west (side)
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