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Local Historic District: 

Applicant: 

  Pill Hill

  Helen Shih

Address:  1 Edgehill Road

Statement of Significance: 

Proposed Alterations:  Install twenty-one solar panels on east 
slopes and six on south slope of roof of house

May 2014

Applicable Guidelines: When possible, renewable energy 
systems should be proposed for installation in locations
where they will not be visible from a public way, park or body 
of water. In cases where this is not practicable, systems attached 
to buildings should not obscure historic features from public 
view, or be visible in a way which significantly alters the profile 
or character of the building... For proposed installations with 
visibility from a public way, park or body of water, the
Commission will consider the historic and architectural 
significance of the facades which may be affected, including
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This house, dating to c. 1866, is one of 
the early structures built in the Brookline 
Land Company development of High 
Street Hill. It was a traditional L-shaped 
Italianate style residence built by Frank 
Higginson for a Miss Lizzie Higginson.  
The original section was the east half of 
the house, including the center section 
that was an ell.  There may have been a 
porch extending across the the ell, now 
the entry portico.
The house underwent a major remodeling for Thomas and 
Sarah Groom in 1925.  Mr. Groom was listed in the directory 
as a “stationer”.  The extensive alterations to the house, which 
included stucco facing, new windows, and an enclosed entrance 
portico framed by a roof over-hang n brackets, gave the house 
an Arts and Crafts character.  As part of the modernization, 
a small automobile garage was also added.  Little evidence 
remains of the original Italianate style house.  The architects 
were the successors to the famous firm of Andrews, Jaques & 
Rantoul. 
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Preliminary Findings:  The commission may request a reduction in the number of panels or a consideration 
of locating them on other roof slopes with favorable exposure, both because of their visibility from Edgehill 
Road and High Street.  The nearly total coverage of the roof slope facing Edgehill Road would significantly 
alter the profile of the roof edges, a character-defining element of the oldest section of the house.

Guidelines, cont.:  roofs and rooflines, the historic fabric, including materials, which may be affected, and the 
reversibility of the proposed system.

1 Edgehill Rd

Visibility of east roof slope from 
Edgehill Rd

View of south roof slopes 
from High St
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Dimensions of each configuration, Slope, and Exposure 

 

A. 20 panels 
 
38’ 7 ½ ’’ x 3’ 5 ¾’’  

33 degree pitch 

78% exposure 

 
B. 6 panels 

 
27’ 8 ½’’ x 3’2 ½ ’’ 

28 degree pitch 

 83% exposure 

 

C. 1 panel 
 
5’ 4 ½’’ x 3’ 2 ½ ’’  

33 degree pitch 

85% exposure 
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