Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address: 1561 Beacon Street
Petitioner: Alan Chow

Building types: Partial demolition (removal of basement windows) of
townhouse

National Register Listing (if Applicable): Beacon Street NR district

Historical/Architectural Significance:

1561 Beacon Street is the center of three seamlessly connected apartment buildings
numbered 1559-1561-1563 Beacon, on the block between Washington and Fairbanks
streets. The regular rhythm of fenestration and projecting bays across the front facades
unifies the three buildings. They have two double raised entries with shallow front
porticoes surmounted by elliptical arches. Other character-defining features of these
renaissance revival style buildings include rusticated stonework on the basement and first
story, belt courses across the facades and heavy bracketed cornice.

The buildings were constructed in 1911 for owner Ellen Johnston by contractor Martin
Boyle of Boston, who is also listed as the architect. Each building originally contained
three flats, one per floor. Tenantsin 1912 included a saleman, lawyer and physician, as
well as jeweler Myer Myers. Ellen Johnston’s husband, Frederick E., owned a real estate
office at 1232 Beacon Street.
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Front (north) facade:
existing condition (above) and
extent of proposed demolition (below)
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1559-61-63 Beacon
Street, viewed from
west

The building at 1561 Beacon Street meets the following criteria for an initial
determination of significance:

a. The building is listed or is within an area listed in the National or State Register of
Historic Places;

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or

with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or
Commonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method
of construction, or its association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as
part of a group of buildings.

1561 Beacon Street retains its
integrity on terms of location,
setting, design, workmanship,
materials, feeling and association.

Together with the building at
1559 and 1563 Beacon Street, it
is a fine representation of

early 20th century renaissance
revival style, townhouse design
on Beacon Street.

The continuity of stonework,
fenestration and trim elements

on the front facades contributes to
the character of the buildings and
should be maintained.

center building at 1559-61-63 Beacon



