
Address: 21 Cedar Road

Petitioner:  Clifford Ciccarone

Building type:  partial demolition of house and demolition of attached garage 

National Register Listing (if applicable): n/a 

Brookline Preservation Commission 
Demolition - Lift Stay Report

Historical/Architectural Significance:

In a strong contrast to the revival-style houses in this neighborhood, the white stucco 
dwelling at 21 Cedar Road is entirely Modern in style.  It was built in 1936 for 
F. Dennette Adams, a doctor, and his family.  The plans came from the architectural firm 
of Royal Barry Wills, but are attributed to Hugh Stubbins, who worked for Wills in the 
early years of his career. One of the finest examples of early modernism in Brookline, 
the two-story dwelling has a flat roof and a concrete block foundation.  The house is 
asymmetrically massed, roughly L-shaped in footprint.  The entry, bearing only a flat 
hood for detailing, faces east toward the street.  The entry is situated at the base of a 
double-height, projecting rounded bay defining the main entry hall.  Its original garden 
elevation, facing south was modified in the 1980s with the construction of an addition at 
the southwest corner.   

In November the commission found that the house has architectural and historical 
significane and imposed a one year stay of demolition.     
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Proposed site plan and aerial view
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Proposed and 
existing front (east) elevations



21 Cedar Rd
December 2014 

Proposed and 
existing south (side) elevations
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Proposed and 
existing west (rear) elevations
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Proposed and 
existing north (side) elevation

                   Perspective drawing of proposed front and side
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Prespective drawings of proposed work from southeast 
and south


