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Preliminary Findings of Historical/Architectural Significance

The Queen Anne/Stick style house at 156 Mason Terrace was built between 1884-1888 on land be-
longing to the Thomas Griggs estate.  The house is individually listed in the National and State Regis-
ters as being a unique local example of the Queen Anne/Stick Style.  On the 1888 Atlas, a Mr. Dunbar 
was the owner; by 1891, it was the home of James Dunbar, a judge of the Superior Court of Massa-
chusetts.   By 1921, Ignatius,a ladies’ tailor,  and Mary B. Horacek lived here. They hired the Wendall 
D. Rockwood Company to build this garage.  Both of he Horaceks were born in the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and were married in Boston in 1893.   

The garage was constructed in 1921 and is an example of the built-in slope garage, a new suburban 
adaptation for automobile storage as the hills of Brookline were developed in the years after WWI. 
These were constructed in the slope in front of the main house or into the hill behind the house.  They 
were usually built in the functional flat auto shed form and primarily constructed of poured concrete.   
The garage at 156 Mason Terrace is concrete block with concrete and has a stepped parapet with pat-
terned and regular shingles.  It is unclear whether the parapet or the shingles are original.
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The garage at 156 Mason Terrace meets the following criteria for an initial determination of
significance:

a. The building is listed or is within an area listed in the National or State Register of 
Historic Places;
c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with 
the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Com-
monwealth; and

The garage retains its integrity in terms of its location setting, design, workmanship,
materials, feeling and association.


